By Maureen Tumer

og on to Owen Broadhurst's campaign website [www,
owenbroadhurst.ong) and the first thing vou see Bt 2
chatty profile of the candidate or a plump List of cam-
paign promises—it's a link to the website of his party;
the Green-Rainkew Party, with inforemation about the
srrall but serious slate of candidates the party is field-
ing in Novernber's electons.

[t would be & mistake to read Broadhurst's deference
to his party 2= a sign that his own campaign lacks sub-
sAance. Broadhurss's run for the 3rd ]'T.:mpdnr. state rep
seat —lett vacant after the resignation of Dan Eeenan—
has been a steady, sincere affair since it kicked off back
in February with a dense campaign announcement that
covared corporate welfare, the fadlings of the healthcare
system and the need for sustainable development. His
website, studded with links to even deeper informa-
toe about matters like tax reform and labor kegislation,
rnakes it clear thiat be crecits worters with thinking as
decply about those issues as he does.

Broadhurst won't win this election, but he's hog-
ing to get people talking about things that matter
in the district and the state, and maybe to get them
thinking about new, creative solutions. It's also an
opportunity to edvance his party and its platform,
whase forus on grassroots democracy, social justice
and the environment offers a home to progressive
voters whe o longer find the state’s Democratic
party a comfortable fit.

“People who hear me out and are actually listening
b what I'm seying have reacted with a touch of surprise
and inspiration,” Broadhurst says. “My goal is to—wel],
hopefully, to get elected—but to help facilitate move-
ments, ko help facilitabe crganizing around these izsues.”

etting people to hear him out is & significant but not

insurmaountable task for Broadhurss. While he lacks
the big-party status of his opponents in the Now. 7 elec-
tion—Dremoczat Rosemary Sandlin, the favorite in the
race, and Bepublican Beb Magevern—the 36-yoar-cid
Broadhurst has a bong resume of activism, bath in his
party and on local issues, like the recent citizens’ carm-
paign against big.-bow development in Agawam. Anyore
win's spent Hme in the news and politics forums on
MassLive.com is Eamiliar with posts by "Obroadhurst.”

Broadhurst savs be's been politically engaged since
joining the Mational Wildlife Pederation at age five,
When he tumed 18, he registered as a Demoerat and
cast his first vohe for Mike Dukakis for president.

“But T quickly became disilhisioned with Democratic
party politics, quickly became disillusioned with how the
party was operating in this state,” he says. Mationally,
he watched Democrats support unjust wars, locally, he
wattched Demecratic legislators push the energy deregu-
lation that paved the way for a controversial power plant
built I Agawam in the "90s and another now planned
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Owen Broadhurst offers voters what the catfight of major party politics can't giv

for Russell. While working as a certified nursing assistant
at a local rarsing home, he says, *T found who was cut-
ting Madleaid besefits for the peaple [ was cacing for: the
Demccratic party was, their state beglslabuge.”

Broadhurst left the Democrats and became an un-
enrolled vober until 2002, when he was inspined by the
gubernatarial campaign of Gresn-Rainbow candidate
Jill Stein. “She was talking about issues [ was con-
cerned about, isswes [ was working on in the town of
Agawam at the time,” he says. “Hert politics and mire
seemed to fit like a gove”

Broadhurst was initially intrigwed by Progressive
Democrats of Massachusetts, an activist group that grew
out of Robert Reich's 2002 campaign. But he soon came
to ser their efforts to change the party from within
as futile, “What joy could they possibly desive from
constantly beating their head sgainst the wall until it's
bloody? What fur is that? he asks. "Working in the
Green-Rainbow Party, people ... can find themselves
in positions of Jeadership very fast, and they can find
thernselves in positions of influence very fas:.”

And, Broadhurst adds, they can force debate on issues
that would otherwise be ignored. He believes this pear’s
gubernatorial candidates would not be discussing fhe
unequal burden placed an lower-and middie-income
residents by the regressive peopersy fax were it not for
Grace Ross, this year's Green-Ralnbow nomines. And
e credits his own presence in the 3vd Hamgden race
with bringing attention to issues Like the Russell power
plant and the controversial state plan to cut maore than
130 acres of trees at Robinson State Fark, both of which
he strongly opposes.

w:’lh & "war chest” that's vat to top S700 and an
aversion to the big-money campaigning that's
come ko contral the democratic process, Broad burst
depends on publiz debates, alternate media and docor-
knecking to get his message cut. When he talks bo vot-
e, he says, they voice common concerns: inadequate
funding of public schoals, an unequal distribution of
local aid that leaves western Mass. in the oold, the crush-
ing cost of healthcare.

In short: vobers foel that they're warking harder, paying
higher taxes and foes, and getting less in return. Mean-
while corporations and the wealthy get tax breaks, and
figscos like the Big Dig flush away taxpayers’ money.

“People are trappad in the paradigm of picce-oi-
the-pie politics. We see varbous interests being set
against each other; we see comenunities that think
they are competing against each other for scarce
rezourees,” Broadhurst says. “But we don't have a
scarcity of resources in the state of Massachusetts,
The problem is that the resources are being very
peorly managed.”

Broadhurst's platform inchedes a number of ideas



OWTH FROADNLUEST PROTO
Owvern Broadhurst: “People are trapped in the pars-
digm of piece-of-tha-pia politics.”

that would help communities save money while alao
protecting natural resources, like corverting municipal
fleets tm biodiesel or “grease car” vehickes. or fostering
partnerships between farmens and local restaurants and
schonls. He takes a strongly pro-labor stand and backs a
singhe-payer healthcare plan and Clean Elactions.

He also supports equal marrage rights for gay
couphs—a position somehow overlooked by the lob-
bving group MassEquality, which in August released
1 staternent calling Sandlin the only candidate in the
race bo support equal marriage. Broadhurst, whe is gay,
and who helped create a taskforce on egual marriage
within his party, has yet to get a public correction from
the group. He dossn't resent MassEquality's suppart of
Sandlin, he says: “They would be foolish not to [endocse
her]. Looking at the way things are today, we've got to
assumne that the Democrat will win. ... What 1 do find
surprising is finding myself shoved hack into the closat
by gay lobbyists.”

Broadhurst doesn't think MassEquality deliberately
:nL-mEP.rH-lmhad hupu.‘mﬂun, e ﬁui-].'ﬁeul:.' the t#sa.‘l‘leull.l.:n
simply fatled to even consider a third-party candidate.
Which points bo the major problem facing those can-
didates: getting vofers to consider their candidacies as
“real,” a8 worth supporting,

"1 hear peoph: express frsstration with the direction
the two major parties are taking us, but [ alss hear a real
reluctance to gamble on candidates that are viewed as
such a shot in the dark.” Broadhurst says. “The ‘spoiler”
fears ane still with ws. People are so reluctant to back any
candicate who might give the more hidecus of the two
miafor candsdates a chance. =

mturnerivalleyadvecate.com



